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___ 
  29 April 2020 
 
Dear Clare 
 
 
Thank you for letter of 22 April. I welcome the Committee’s increased focus on the wellbeing 
of vulnerable children and young people, and I am happy to share the relevant data we are 
receiving from our delivery partners. 
 
The wellbeing of vulnerable children and young people is also a key focus for the Scottish 
Government, and we are working closely with our partners from across local government, 
Police Scotland and third sector partners to gather intelligence and data about the way 
services for vulnerable children and young people are adapting and responding to the covid-
19 crisis across Scotland. 
 
As part of that, we have agreed a core data reporting set with local government and Police 
Scotland and collected the first return of that data at the end of last week. The returns are 
still being analysed but a summary of initial findings is provided below. All figures relate to 
the week from Thursday 16 April to Wednesday 22 April unless stated otherwise. 
 

• Police Scotland generated 2,469 Child Concern reports for wellbeing concerns and 
160 for child protection concerns. 

• 149 children were subject to an Inter-Agency Referral Discussion. 

• 74 children were registered on the child protection register, of which 31% had 
domestic abuse reported as a significant factor in their registration. 

• 53 children were de-registered from the child protection register. 

• 11 Child Protection Orders were granted. 

• 31 children and young people started to be looked after; 29% looked after at home 
and 71% looked after away from home. 

• 1,277 (86%) of all children with a child protection plan were seen by a professional in 
the last two weeks. 

• Based on 8 local authorities who provided this information, 4,213 (61%) of all children 
with a multi-agency plan were contacted by a professional in the last week.  
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• 1,614 (50%) of all young people eligible for aftercare were contacted by a professional 
in the last two weeks. 

• 30 children and young people were reported missing to Police Scotland by social 
work; of which 77% were looked after away and 23% were either children looked after 
at home or children who were not formerly looked after by local authorities. 

 
For interest, I attach the template that was issued to local partnerships to help give the 
Committee an understanding of the range of data that is being gathered. Clearly, some of 
the data will be sensitive due to data protection issues and there may be some restrictions 
on what we can share, but we will endeavour to share what we can with the Committee on a 
regular basis. 
 
In addition to the core data, we are also regularly engaging with a range of different partners 
from across the public and third sector to gather intelligence about the impact of Covid-19 on 
vulnerable children and young people and the way that services are adapting and 
responding to the crisis. We published a summary report on Friday 24th April – this is 
available on the Scottish Government website: www.gov.scot/publications/supporting-
vulnerable-children-young-people-data-intelligence-report/  
 
We are also receiving monitoring returns from local authorities on attendance of key workers 
children, staff attendance, open settings and children attending for a meal or receiving an 
alternative provision.  This reporting from local authorities commenced on 18 March 2020 
and continues to be collected every week day during the current circumstances.  In light of 
schools closing, the daily requirements were changed and a new daily weekday reporting 
requirement started on 24 March 2020.  We then agreed on an updated method for local 
authorities to report on free school meals provision on 15 April 2020 and this is reported on a 
weekly basis by all 32 local authorities.  
 
For Free School Meals the latest data is showing that the majority of meals were being 
provided through vouchers, direct payments or home deliveries, the remaining were provided 
within an Education or ELC setting. While uptake fluctuates daily, data returns from local 
authorities show that there were 10,074 free school lunches taken at local authority 
educational and early years settings on Monday 27 April (either eaten on the premises or 
picked up/collected).  In addition, the latest figures (as at Wednesday 22 April) showed that 
vouchers, direct payments or home deliveries were provided by local authorities to 143,955 
children and young people to support the provision of free school lunches. 
 
I do hope the Committee finds this response helpful, and please do not hesitate to contact 
me again should you require any further information regarding the vital issue of supporting 
the wellbeing of vulnerable children and young people. 
 
 
 
 
 

JOHN SWINNEY 
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WEEK ONE: CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE 
 

SERVICE 

DELIVERY 
 DATA  

(in the previous week: Thursday – Wednesday)  

FROM 

Child 
Protection 

1 

• Numbers of child concern reports generated by Police Scotland 
- wellbeing concerns 

- child protection concerns 

Police Scotland  
(initially by Div.)  

2 
• Number of children subject to IRD 

(may not be possible in week one) 

Police Scotland  

(initially by Div.) 

3 • How many children (including unborn babies) were added to the child protection register in the last week? Local Authority 

4 
• Of these children placed on the child protection register in the last week, for how many was domestic 

abuse a significant factor? 
Local Authority 

5 • How many children were de-registered from the child protection register in the last week? Local Authority 

6 • How many Child Protection Orders were granted in the last week? Local Authority 

7 
• How many children started to be looked after at home in the last week (only include new episodes of 

care)? 
Local Authority 

8 • How many children started to be looked after and were placed away from home in the last week? Local Authority 

9 
• How many children with child protection plans 

a) were seen face-to-face by a professional in the last two weeks? 

b) are there in total in your local authority today? 

Local Authority 

10 
• How many children with multi-agency plans 

a) have been contacted (including online/telephone/face-to-face) by a professional in the last week? 

b) are there in total in your local authority today? 

Local Authority 

11 
• How many young people eligible for aftercare 

a) have been contacted (including online/telephone/face-to-face) by a professional in the last two weeks? 

b) are there in total in your local authority today? 

Local authority 

12 

How many children have been reported missing to Police by Social Work in the last week 
a) who are looked after at home 
b) who are looked after away from home 
c) other children 

Local Authority  
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Already being collected 

ELC • Take-up by vulnerable children Daily check 

School Hubs 
• Take-up by vulnerable children  Daily check 

• Provision of FSM through delivery, vouchers and payments Weekly check 

Health Maternity Services, Family Nurse P/ship, Health Visiting, A&E, CAMHS, Paediatric Services 

 

Government will add data regarding 

 

Third Sector • National organisations– activity, capacity & challenges DCAF, via key groups 

Young People’s 
organisations 

• Impact of Covid-19 and youth work services 

DCAF, via key groups,  • Concerns about mental health 

• Online access 

Parents’ 
organisations 

• Impact of Covid-19 DCAF, via key groups 

National Helplines 
• Impact of Covid-19 

• Concerns about mental health 
DCAF, via helplines 

4 Nations • Impact of Covid-19 DCAF 

International • Impact of Covid-19 DCAF 
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